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 Girlguiding Sefton Training & Support Information
Introduction 
This document outlines information about the events and training sessions available to ALL adult volunteers across Girlguiding Sefton. 
Training is important to keep our skills and knowledge up to date and to ensure we are following the correct Girlguiding policies and procedures in everything that we do.
Details of forthcoming trainings will be posted on the County website www.girlguidingsefton.org.uk and website calendar and regular updates will be circulated by email and via county, division and district meetings. 
The region website also lists any trainings being run by the region and has access to all the trainings being run by all counties across the region www.girlguidingnwe.org.uk 

All events are organised by our team of county and region trainers and aim to help volunteers manage their units and their various roles in Guiding. Your help and cooperation when booking and attending events is welcome.
If you are interested in becoming a trainer please follow this link for more information: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/helping-others-to-learn/becoming-a-trainer/
We value feedback on our events and any new ideas you may have for new events so please talk to your commissioners and the Guiding Development team so that we can keep the events focused on what you need. 

Welcome to Guiding Training Events  

The following 3 training sessions provide an introduction for new leaders and for those who are taking the leadership qualification. 

1. Welcome to Guiding 

This event is for new leaders and volunteers and explains how Girlguiding is organised and outlines the tools and resources available to leaders to help run their units and organise programmes. It is recommended that all new leaders and young leaders attend this event. The training is held at Shirdley Hill and leaders are encouraged to bring laptops or IPads and use the Wi-Fi access to participate in the training. 
2. Section Training 

This training provides information and useful tips on how to run the unit programme following current guidelines and using Girlguiding publications.
Trainings for Rainbow, Brownie, Guide & Ranger leaders are available with fabulous ideas and sources of information.
This training is sometimes incorporated with the Welcome to Guiding training above.

3. Out and About 

This training goes through all the things you need to know and what you need to do to take your girls out to events and activities away form the normal meeting place. An event that should be attended by all new leaders but is also useful as a refresher and update for experienced leaders. 

The training covers risk assessment, girl to leader ratios, approved activities, forms and much more.

Other Training Opportunities available during the year include: 
Safeguarding Training
Girlguiding requires all volunteers within guiding to hold a level of safe space training commensurate with their role in Guiding.

Level 1 is required by ALL volunteers and is an e-learning training that takes 20-30 minutes to complete. All you need is your membership or enquiry number to enter at the end of the session and your GO record is automatically updated.

The training can be found at this link: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/a-safe-space-level-1--an-introduction/
Level 2 is required by all those attending unit meetings on a regular basis and again is an e-learning training that takes 20-30 minutes to complete. All you need is your membership or enquiry number to enter at the end of the session and your GO record is automatically updated.

The training can be found at this link:

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/a-safe-space-level-2--creating-a-safe-space/
Level 3 is required by at least one leader in every unit, usually but not essentially the Unit Leader. It is also required to be held by anyone with a Going Away with Licence, travelling abroad and anyone leading a team or responsible for others e’g. Advisers and mentors.

The level 3 training is a 3 hour face to face group training and forthcoming training dates will be advertised in good time.

Level 4 is required by ALL commissioners. These trainings are usually organised by the region office and will be run to suit demand. You may have to travel to attend this training but expenses will be reimbursed.

To check which level of safe space training your role requires and for more information on this subject please visit:  https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/policies/girlguiding-policies/safety-and-safeguarding-policy/safeguarding-procedure/
Going Away with Qualification
This qualification enables leaders to gain a section specific qualification to take girls on residential adventures. 

For an overnight licence, modules 1-4 need to be completed.

For a full residential licence, modules 1-8 need to be completed.

Training on all 8 modules is run each year usually in February or March. The training sessions are supported by Division residential advisers who will also mentor you through the qualification.

Session 1: Going away with Licence - module 1, 2 and 3. 

Session 2: Going away with Licence - module 4 First Aid & module 5 Catering.

Session 3: Going away with module 6,7 & 8.

The training for modules 1-5 is combined for all sections with leaders from the different sections (Rainbow, Brownie, Guide & Rangers) breaking into section specific groups for modules 6-8.
The training is usually held at Scarisbrick Campsite with the opportunity to visit our residential centre Shirdley Hill at the end of the training. 

First Response
This is a recognised Girlguiding First Aid qualification that must be held by leaders undertaking the Adult Leadership scheme or residential licence. It is a requirement that every unit has at least one leader with this qualification.
Some external first aid qualifications are acceptable as a substitute for First Response, providing they cover the First Response syllabus in full. 
If you hold another first aid qualification and aren’t sure if it is acceptable by Girlguiding please speak to your District Commissioner.
The County has its own First Response Trainers who are willing to travel to districts & divisions to deliver the course.

First Response One Day Course

We run 2 or 3 courses per term at a cost of £15.00 per person. Courses usually start at 9.30am and finish at 3.30pm approx.

We run 1 or 2 courses on a Saturday and 1 over 2 weekday evenings to enable as many leaders as possible to attend.

First Response Refresher Training 

The refresher training ceased to exist in 2020.
Leaders need to renew the full course every 3 years to remain compliant.
GO system Training 

GO is the membership system used by Girlguiding to register all our members, volunteers and unit details 
The Welcome to Guiding training covers the basics of GO and there are various help files on the system to guide you through the various processes.
Your commissioner and other unit leaders will be a valuable source of help and support in using the system.

County do run trainings occasionally but if you have any questions they can usually be answered by the County GO Coordinator who is available by contacting: seftongocoord@gmail.com
Commissioner Trainings 

North West England run trainings each year for commissioners to attend. These are usually held at Region HQ in Preston and invitations are usually sent directly to eligible commissioners.
The county aim to run at least one or 2 events a year to get commissioners together for updates and trainings on new activities and responsibilities. The events also provide an opportunity to meet with other commissioners and the county team to talk through issues or problems.

Finance Training 

Girlguiding has a finance system that helps leaders record unit income and expenditure simply and it even does all the adding up for you. It is available on the Girlguiding website. In addition Division treasurers or the County Treasurer is willing to assist any leader who needs helps and not familiar with keeping accounts. 

Specific / Occasional Trainings
The county will run trainings on any topic if enough interest is shown to make the running of the course viable. Such courses in the past have included Backwoods cooking, International ideas, Mentor training etc.
If you have a particular training request, please let us know.

County Weekend 

Every couple of years the County arranges a weekend event providing an opportunity to spend time with likeminded people, those of us who have made a commitment to Guiding, and to share experiences.

The weekend provides up to date training and information sessions for all leaders and is a great opportunity to share experiences, ideas and problems and have lots of fun too.  

Previous venues have included Waddow Hall in Clitheroe & Lorne in Northern Ireland.

County Training Day 

The County usually arranges this once every 18 months. The aim of this event is to provide a variety of training sessions that update leaders on Guiding developments about both the programme and the organisation. Attendance can be flexible as leaders can choose to attend the full event or just come for a couple of sessions depending on what training they need and what time they have available.  

Booking System 

To book a place on a County training please email Bridget at: Girlguidingsefton@gmail.com
When booking a place please remember to provide:

- Your name

- Unit name & section

- Membership number

- Email address & telephone number

You will receive an e-mail confirming your place on the training and another a few days before the training reminding you of the training date and any specific details you should be aware of.
If there are no dates showing for a training you wish to attend please e-mail the booking administrator for training at Girlguidingsefton@gmail.com and register your interest for an event.

When a date for the event has been arranged an e-mail will be sent to you with the details. If you are available to attend the event you should e-mail the administrator within 7 days. You should then receive confirmation of your place within 7 days and details of the event. 

If you are not able to attend this date then you will remain on the waiting list until you are advised of the next relevant event.
What other Training can I Access?

E-Learning

There is a variety of e-learning available on the Girlguiding website that you can complete in your own home at a time to suit you:

· Programme training

· Data protection

· Beginning to lead

· Becoming a Commissioner

· Branding

· GLOW: Global learning online for WAGGGS

· MindEd

· Mentoring

· Becoming a peer educator
Training in other Counties
With many of our volunteers working away from home it may be easier for you to access a training session near your place of work than in the area that you live.

All county trainings across the region are open to you to attend if you would like to.

Details of these trainings can be found on the Training & Events page of the NWE website www.girlguidingnwe.org.uk 

Under the title What’s on there is a list of county trainings available by using the “Click here” button.

Please follow the booking procedure for the county running the training when making a booking.
Funding for Training  

Leader trainings are a legitimate expense that can be claimed from unit funds. In addition the County has grants available to assist leaders to attend certain training and conferences sessions. 
All newly qualified leaders will receive a £25.00 voucher to spend at a Girlguiding Training Centre – perfect for County Weekend.

Bursaries are also available to attend certain events. An example is The Waddow Hall Bursary which pays some or all of the cost of attending a training event at Waddow.
Sources of Support for Leaders

There are various sources of support available to leaders:

- Your District Commissioner and District Team

- Your Division Commissioner and Division Team

- The County Team of Advisers: Outdoor Activities, D of E, Inclusion, International, Finance, Communications, Section Advisers etc.

Using the directory on GO you can contact a specific leader in the county by searching for their name in the directory.

You can also search for someone with a designated role such as: inclusion adviser or county treasurer.

Using both search types enables you to email the person you are looking for directly.

Further support is available from:
- The North West England Region team

www.girlguidingnwe.org.uk
- Girlguiding UK

www.girlguiding.org.uk
- There are also a variety of websites and social media groups that leaders can access to share ideas, ask questions and get advice from.

